SC Freedom Caucus 2025/2026 Agenda

* Illegal Immigration

Perhaps no issue has garnered more attention during the failed Biden administration than illegal
immigration. There is an invasion that has taken place at America’s southern border and our state must
act accordingly. We must enable and embolden our law enforcement with the adequate authorization,
tools, and funding to deal with dangerous illegal immigrants while also ensuring we, as a state, do not
incentivize illegal immigrants to come to our state.

No benefits for illegal immigrants

SCGOP Platform Pages 5 and 7

®* Tort Reform

In the past two years, hundreds of small businesses across the state have had to shut their doors due to
the government-imposed undue burden called Joint and Several Liability. These closures result in real
jobs lost and families not fed. South Carolina’s economy rests on the backs of small business owners yet
we continually impose increased unfair regulations and create punishments on small businesses for the
benefit of trial lawyers. As a society, South Carolina should set the tone for the nation in discouraging
undue litigiousness, not encouraging it.

End Joint and Several Liability to make SC Insurance rates competitive again

SCGOP Platform Page 11

® Universal School Choice

As conservatives, we believe the free market lends itself to creating the best outcomes in business and
every other sector in which it can be employed. Additionally, we observe that anything the government
touches, it eventually corrupts. Education is best when parents, not the government, are in the driver’s
seat. As such, we support creating a constitutional approach to school choice to allow parents to use
their own tax dollars to educate their child how they see fit based on their respective child’s needs, that
does not add more government controls.

Families should direct their tax dollars to their children's education, not government bureaucrats

SCGOP Platform Page 12

®* Closed Primaries

South Carolina cannot achieve serious election integrity reform until we close our primaries. Democrats
should not have the right to dictate the nomination of the Republican candidate nor should Republicans



have the right to dictate the Democratic candidate. It is past time to protect the will of each party’s
voters and allow them to choose who will represent them and their priorities in the general election.

SCGOP Platform Page 7

* DOT Reform

The critical condition of South Carolina roads remains vitally important to South Carolina taxpayers.
Despite continual funding for roads, our bridges and roads remain decrepit, leading to South Carolina’s
country high ranking in driver fatalities. DOT needs to be restructured so it is accountable to the people
rather than its own bureaucracy or legislative power players. Road teams must be prioritized instead of
administrative positions. The legislature should also mandate DOT undergo a regular forensic audit
which would allow taxpayers to understand how our tax dollars are being spent.

Make SCDOT directly accountable to the people

SCGOP Platform Page 13

* DEIl prohibition

The American dream is built upon meritocracy, not affirmative action quotas. Our universities routinely
misuse tax dollars to enforce woke policies centered around promoting critical race theory concepts and
affirmative action. Whether it's in their hiring practices or in the classroom, state-funded universities
must prioritize education and meritocracy rather than pushing racism and division.

No tax dollars can fund DEI

SCGOP Platform Page 5

®* Reduce SC Tax Burden

Property taxes are immoral and are the most egregious tax the government levies. If an individual owns
a property, they should not have to rent it from the government. It is because we support the historically
American position of true property ownership that we support a full elimination of property taxes in
South Carolina. Unfortunately, it doesn’t seem like the majority of the legislature shares our support of
property rights over government spending, so in the short term we propose expanding the Homestead
Exemption act for example by expanding the age requirements and property value thresholds necessary
for qualification.

Reduce the Income Tax to 4.5%, decrease spending by $1.5 Billion, and end corporate welfare

SCGOP Platform Pages 4 and 5

* Protect every unborn child



South Carolina must outlaw the barbaric practice of abortion. Thousands of innocent babies are still
being killed under the color of law, and the state must not allow this violence any longer. Every child
matters and every child must be protected from intentional death, including death by chemical abortion.
We also reject the unreasonable idea that the state budget must include funding for abortions and
companies that provide abortions. We affirm the SC State Republican Party Platform which states, “We
believe all human life has intrinsic worth and therefore support vigorous legal protection at all stages of
life....” South Carolina voters made a resounding statement this past June when the Republican Senators
who most vocally supported legalized abortion were removed from office, and then again in the general
election when Republicans were handed an even stronger majority in both the House and Senate. The
legislature has been given a conservative pro-life mandate and it is time to listen to the voters.

Protect life at all stages

SCGOP Platform Page 6

* Parental Rights

2020 shed light on the need for legislation to establish parents as the ultimate decision-makers for their
children. Whether it be a child’s education or their healthcare, the parent should unequivocally possess
the right to dictate the future best suited for their child’s interests, within the parameters of natural law
that guarantees each child the freedom from abuse or neglect, including bodily mutilation.

SCGOP Platform Pages 2 and 12

* No federal funding that costs more than the dollar amount to implement strings attached

The federal government doles out billions of borrowed dollars to states for a variety of different
purposes ranging from education to welfare. Their purpose is to constrain states to follow a variety of
federal regulations that accompany those dollars. Many times, the cost to take the money and to
implement practices to comply with the strings attached actually costs more money than the dollar
amount given to the state. This funding therefore has become a burden on the backs of the very
teachers, doctors, and citizens it claims to help. We propose accounting for the cost of implementation
of the regulations associated with all federal dollars that are distributed and accepted and ending our
state’s reliance on any funding that is found to cost more than it offers.

SCGOP Platform Pages 10, 11, and 15

®* Medical Freedom

The Covid-19 pandemic set a dangerous precedent for the government to shut down businesses and
enforce a variety of mandates that resulted in job loss as well as health issues. Emergencies are often
used as a pretext for greater government power. The Legislature must pass legislation ensuring individual
liberties shall not be infringed regardless of critical health situations. Additionally, legislators must stop
protecting big pharmaceuticals by exempting them from liability in the instance an individual is injured
by a vaccine.



SCGOP Platform Page 13

* Judicial Reform

Last year, we moved the football down the field by about five yards on judicial reform, but we still have a
long way to go to score the touchdown. Lawyer legislators must recuse themselves from votes on judges,
every contested vote must be required to be taken on the record, and judicial nepotism, which
egregiously allows influential lawyer legislators’ family members to be placed on the bench, must end.
We also continue to call for our state to move toward a judicial nomination and confirmation process
that reflects separation of powers, to reflect the intent of America’s founding fathers.

SCGOP Platform Page 4

* Regulatory Reform

South Carolina is one of the most over-regulated states in the country. In fact, 1 out of every 5
employees in South Carolina are required to hold some sort of professional license. If we are serious
about small business creation and sustainability as well as growing our economy, we will remove
unnecessary hurdles that keep new business owners and entrepreneurs from flourishing in our state’s
economy. Additionally, our farmers and their ability to produce food for our state right here at home face
a heavy regulatory burden which must be addressed this session in order to let our farmers grow more
effectively.

SCGOP Platform Page 11

* Earmark Cronyism Elimination

The earmark process has been pushed toward somewhat more transparency in recent years but still
leaves much to be desired. The process must guarantee constituents can see information on how
earmarks are approved, who requests them, and why the funds are needed. This information must be
published early in the process at a location the public can easily access. Additionally, any entity or
organization receiving money from the earmark process must be required by law to send a full report
detailing how the money was used.

SCGOP Platform Page 11

* Zero-Based Budget

According to current South Carolina law, zero-based budgeting is mandatory. However, the legislature
just doesn’t follow that law. We need strengthened legislation to ensure every dollar is spent on core
government functions or returned to the people. Further, we urge the members of the House Ways and
Means Committee and the Senate Finance Committee to fully investigate how every dollar is used by
every state agency before approving any new spending.

SCGOP Platform Page 11



* Accelerated Income Tax Reduction & Elimination

Similarly to property taxes, the Freedom Caucus believes income taxes are immoral, penalize
productivity, and should be abolished. We support moving to zero income tax for South Carolina. In the
absence of total elimination, we propose South Carolina at least accelerate the current incremental
income tax decrease.

SCGOP Platform Page 4

* Cap on budget increases

The legislature has increased state spending significantly over the past few sessions. Most notably, in
2023, we increased our budget by a whopping 13.6%. An increase in spending, especially while boasting
a surplus, is an indirect tax on the taxpayers of South Carolina. We believe in shrinking the size of
government rather than growing it. We will strive to decrease spending by cutting waste and abuse, and
we propose capping total budget increases in law by population growth and inflation.

SCGOP Platform Page 11

®* Ban CBDCs

Since the turn of the century, Congress and individual state legislatures have created more opportunities
for the government to interject itself into the lives of ordinary Americans. Central Bank Digital Currencies
invite the government into every transaction an individual makes, which could lead to unfair prosecution
of people who hold different opinions than the government. The government deserves less responsibility
in the financial space, not more.

SCGOP Platform Page 11

®* Ban universal basic income

From year to year, we have no clue what terrible mandates will come from Washington. Democrat
candidates routinely tout their support for a universal basic income, eliminating the incentive to work, to
produce, and to earnestly pursue effectiveness in order to earn more money. Other states are also
pursuing legislation to enact universal basic income. Therefore, we believe banning universal basic
income is a necessary preemptive step to enshrine our state’s steadfast belief in and support of
individual responsibility and innovation.

SCGOP Platform Page 14



